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96	-	Laguna	Grande
This	hike	to	the	Laguna	Grande	is	the	most	popular	hike	in	the	Circo	de	Gredos.	It	is	very	well
doable	from	the	Plataforma,	during	the	hike	we	have	several	beautiful	views	and	the	lake	itself
with	the	refuge	Elola	is	a	lovely	place	to	visit.	The	lake	lies	directly	under	Almanzor,	with	its
2,592	metres	the	highest	peak	of	the	Sierra	de	Gredos	and	also	of	the	Sistema	Central.	From
the	lake	there	are	various	routes	to	Almanzor,	which	with	a	prominence	of	1,690	meters	rises
high	above	the	great	dry	rugged	landscape	of	the	Circo	de	Gredos.

From	the	Plataforma	(1)	we	follow	the	wide	path	up	over	the	large	boulders.	At	the	first
junction	(2)	we	go	straight	ahead	in	the	direction	of	the	sign	"Senda	de	Laguna	Grande".	At
the	next	junction	(3)	we	turn	left	in	the	direction	of	the	signs	"Laguna	Granda	/	Refugio
Elola".
The	path	to	the	Laguna	Grande	and	Almanzor	goes	straight	ahead	over	a	bridge	(4)	and	we
simply	keep	following	the	marking	of	the	Senda	de	Laguna	Grande.
At	about	2,175	metres	we	arrive	at	the	highest	point	(5)	of	the	route	to	the	Laguna	Grande.
From	here	we	have	a	beautiful	view	on	the	Circo	de	Gredos.	From	this	point,	the	trail
descends	to	the	Laguna	Grande.
Just	before	the	lake	Laguna	Grande	we	reach	a	fork	(6)	where	we	keep	left,	which	again	is
signposted	as	"Laguna	Grande	/	Refugio	Elola".
We	walk	to	the	refuge	"Refugio	Elola"	(7).	To	the	left	ahead	of	us,	we	now	see	the	peak	of
Almanzor.
From	the	refuge	Elola	(7)	we	return	to	La	Plataforma	(1)	via	the	same	route.

Fact	Sheet

Duration:	4:30	hrs.
Distance:	13.7	km.
Route	type:	Round	trip
Path	type:	Mountain	trails
Marking:	Signposts,	milestones
Total	difference	in	altitude:	703	m.
Highest	point:	2,175	m.
Difficulty:	Medium	(3/15)

How	to	get	there?

From	El	Barco	de	Ávila	take	the	AV-941	and
follow	it	until	Hoyos	del	Espino.	In	Hoyos	del
Espino	turn	right	onto	the	AV-931	in	the
direction	of	"Plataforma	de	Gredos".	At	the	last
stretch	of	the	road	you	need	to	pay	toll	(2	euros
in	2014).	Follow	this	road	all	the	way	to	the
Plataforma	de	Gredos	and	park	the	car	there.

GPS	Coordinates:
Latitude:	N	40	16.541
Longitude:	W	5	13.931
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