92 - Black Tusk

This hike in the heart of Garibaldi Provincial Park in the Canadian province of British
Columbia is of an unprecedented beauty. The first part of the hike, very popular among both
locals and tourists, takes us to the Garibaldi Lake, a lake that lies beautifully surrounded by a
magnificent landscape. During the second part of the hike we walk up to below the Black
Tusk, an odd volcanic black rock at about 2,300 metres. The view we have from the ridge
below the Black Tusk on the Garibaldi Lake and the surrounding snowy landscape is

breathtaking.

The trail to the Garibaldi Lake starts at the highest point of the car park, clearly marked by
an information panel (1).

Through this trail we ascend the entire time until we at over 1,300 metres reach a fork (2).
To the left it goes to Taylor Meadows, but we turn right further to the Garibaldi Lake.

A little further to the right there is a trail (3) to a viewpoint a few dozen meters away, which
is very worth walking to.

We reach a fork (4) where straight on / to the left the Black Tusk Viewing Point is
signposted (5.5 km.). We now first turn right to the Garibaldi Lake / Ranger Station.

We follow this trail along the Garibaldi Lake until we cannot go any further (5).
Throughout this path we have a fantastic view on the lake.

We follow this path back to the previous junction (4) where we now turn right towards the
Black Tusk Viewing Point.

We follow this path for a long time up until we reach a junction, the Black Tusk Junction
(6), where we keep right towards "Black Tusk 3.5 km ."

We follow this path through a flat open field until a junction with a signpost saying "Black
Tusk Viewpoint 3 km." (7) where we follow this sign and thus turn left and ascend again.
We arrive at a sign indicating that the path ends here and that it is not recommended to
continue (8). Through the loose gravel we follow the route to the ridge below the Black
Tusk, a somewhat difficult and steep climb.

Once we arrive at the crest (9) we turn left further over the ridge until below the Black Tusk
(10), from where we have a truly breathtaking view.

The trail ends here. To the top of the Black Tusk still remains a climb of about 100 metres,
recommended only for well-equipped and experienced climbers.

From the Black Tusk we follow the same route back the first kilometres. At the junction
with the sign saying "Black Tusk View Point 3 km." we thus turn right (7).

Later we arrive again at the Black Tusk Junction (6), where we now turn right / go straight
ahead in the direction "Parking Lot via Taylor Meadows " and thus do not follow the same
route as on the way out.

Further on we pass a small construction (11) where left you can go to the Garibaldi Lake,
but we go straight ahead.

A little further we pass the campground Taylor Meadows (12) where we go straight ahead.
This path eventually ends up on the same path that we took on the way out to the Garibaldi
Lake. At this fork (2) we now of course turn right, downhill.

This trail we now follow back to the car park (1).

www.hikingiberia.com

Fact Sheet

Duration: 7:00 hrs.

Distance: 27.3 km.

Route type: Circular route

Path type: Forest and mountain trails
Marking: Signposts

Total difference in altitude: 1,752 m.
Highest point: 2,206 m.

Difficulty: Hard (8/15)

How to get there?

From Vancouver take Highway 1 up north and
then follow Highway 99 towards Squamish /
Whistler. 37 kilometers north of Squamish and
19 kilometers south of Whistler we cross the
bridge over the Rubble Creek. Directly behind
the bridge turn right onto a paved road. After
about 2.5 kilometers the road ends at the
parking lot of the Garibaldi Provincial Park,
where the hike begins.

GPS Coordinates:
Latitude: N 49 57.490
Longitude: W 123 7.263
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